WORLD  POWER OR DOWNFALL

to think again. This criticism is based on an illusion. We have
only to study the might-have-beens of World War II. How near
we came, in the autumn of 1940, and again in June 1942, to losing
command of the last defences of the Nile delta! How long there-
after could the defence of the southern end of the Suez Canal have
lasted, with supply routes incomparably longer and more hazard-
ous than those of the enemy? How close a shave was it for us in Iraq
after Rashid All's revolution? If our position in the Middle East
had been liquidated, how soon would Turkey have bowed to
Axis pressure and ceased to stand athwart the land routes to the
Persian Gulf and the Red Sea?

Suppose there had been no India under the British flag to pro-
vide the forces that subdued Iraq and Iran. Suppose there had
been no India to furnish food, equipment and munitions for the
British forces in the Middle East, let alone the Indian armies
themselves. Could the Kenya frontier, which the Italians menac-
ingly penetrated in the summer of 1940, have proved a defensible
line against the Germans and Italians combined, with the backing
of an East African empire and command of the Suez Canal? If
Madagascar under the Vichy French was a grave menace to our
ocean traffic, how utterly untenable would have been our mari-
time position in those waters, had Tanga and Mombasa as well
as Mogadiscio been controlled by the enemy. If Madagascar was
subservient to him, even under the circumstances that existed,
how could Portuguese Africa have resisted him under such cir-
cumstances as we are now imagining?

These might-have-beens are enough to show that, given the
initial breakdown or absence of a British front guarding the north-
western gates of the Indian Ocean, a single determined campaign
would have enabled the enemy to drive to the Cape and open up
a South Atlantic front which in due course could have imperilled
even North Atlantic supremacy.

Nor need we think only in terms of military campaigns. Be-
tween the Balkans and the Cape of Good Hopea Turkey is the only
substantial Power, and the only one standing upon a natural
defensive line, the Taurus mountains. If Imperial Germany could
make Turkey her tool, if Nazi Germany could browbeat every
Danubian country (save* at the last moment, Jugo-Slavia) into
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